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the tone in which they addressed him that they were and soul in their enthusiasm to push on the movement During the month of October, 1896, the Swatni's turned more and more towards India. He had been thinkin & for sometime of returning thither and had spoken accordingly to some of his more intimate friends, notably to Mr. and Sevier. But there was nothing definite, his remarks being of a passing character. He had written also in a way to Mrs. Bull concerning his intention to return to And in reply he received a letter, asking if he would willing to accept a large sum of money with which to further his plans of work 5n India, especially with regard to the founding of a permanent home, as the head-quarters of the Brotherhood in Calcutta. The Swami replied, a week before hl^ sailing for India, to the effect that he was profoundly grateful for the generous offer, but that he did not feel at the time tha.tr he should encumber himself with such responsibilities, as fo^ wished to commence his work on a small scale in India, and that until he had found his bearings he could not accept her kindness. He promised, however, to write details from India.
It was after one of the class lectures towards the middle of November that the Swami called Mrs, Sevier aside and asked her quite suddenly to purchase four tickets immediately for the most convenient steamer from Naples, as he desired to shorten the sea-voyage by travelling to Naples via the Continent. It was a sort of surprise to her, even though she knew that the Swami intended sailing, and though sher "was accustomed to his sudden changes and outbursts of spontaneity. Both she and her husband, who were to accompany him to help in his work in India and lead the Vdnaprastkee life, accelerated their preparations. It was decided that they would visit some of the important cities in Italy en route. On the same day they secured berths on a new steamer of tho North German Lloyd, which was to leave Naples for Ceylon on the sixteenth of December. Subsequently, however, their-passages were transferred to the steamer "Prinz Regent Luitpold," as the new steamer could not sail on that day.